, Ye Yang Moua j

Ye Yang Moua lived in Souaphan in Laos. She
farmed and had daily chores. She came to Wausau
in 1988. She has nine children and works at Fiskars.

Today is January 18,1998, Today, I am going to answer children's

questions or asking things and
tell them things to learn or keep as stories or take it to schoo] because they can'’t talk that well
anymore

(in Hmong) . That is wh
here,

y I have to come to tell and answer the questions the children have asked
What's your name?

My name is Ye. My last ;1ame is Yang.

What tountry were you born in?

I'was born in Long Chieng.

What year were you born?

I'was born in the fourth month on the sixth day in 1963,
How was lzfe in Laos?

Talking about life in Laos, there is a lot of things, we farm, kil

help our parents to clean the house, a lot of things, carry wate
about our life in Laos because living in Laos we were just far

I pigs and chickens , clean the house,

T, cut wood, there was a lot of things
mers.

How long did you live in Laos?
In Laos, I lived there till T was about ten years old.
When war came in Vietnam, how old were you?

When the Vietnam war came I was about ten or eleven years old.

What do you think about the war?

Talking about the war, it was a time of heartache because my mother and my father and the old and
the women and children were living behind the good things. But the men became soldiers with

America helping the country fight against Vietnam so I had a lot of he

artache talking about our life
when the war wasg here, about ou

r heartaches or being poor and without a lot of food.

Did you go live in the jungles?

Talking about living in the jungles, we did go through the jungles. The life o

f living in the jungles --
you eat banana leaves in the jungle onl - :

While living in the jungle, how was it trying to find food? How was it living in there?

Talking about living in the jungles, you are

poor, and you don’t have a house to live in. You just
have a banana leaf shelter to live in.

Was life in the jungle hard or easy for you?
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How did yoy crosg the river?

Talking about the way we crossed the river, jt Was a very hard thing, The People who had rubber
tubes, used rubber tubeg to cross, The ones that didn’t had one cyt bambog and used it to Cross,
Some cut banana trees to cross, 1t just depended one how yoy Prepared. Séme mgade itacross the
river, some didn’t. ,

When you 80t to Thailand hoy, did you liye? How wgs i living in Thailand?

When we g0t to Thailand we went to Ya ta na [spelling?]. Talking aboyt eating, they diq help us
with food. We became People of Ya ta pna (spelling?)

How long dig You stay in Thailang,

Talking about coming to America, we didn’t want to come, but then the Americans came and starteq
a war in our country. The Americang Promised us jf the country lost, then they help us. Iny the end,
the Americans did come ang help the soldiers and the officials to come, and we didn‘; have a .
country anymore, That is why we decided to come to America,

Who sponsoreq You or was yoyr suardian to come 4, America?

Talking about coming to America, it wag our relatives ang cousins that did the Paperwork ang
Sponsored us to come to America,

What city gig You move into?
We moved only to Wausay, Wisconsin only.

How long hape You lived here?




it is hard.

Learning in school or speaking English is it hard Jor you to do?

About school and speaking, it is hard for us old people because we speak different.

Have you ever worked or haven't you?

About me, I have worked a little,
About the children in America, how are they different than the children in Laos?

About the children in America and children in Laos and Thailand are very different because in
Thailand and Laos we told our children to go work, They listened and helped their parents, but
when we came to America the children came to a carefrea country where you can’t say anything or
hit them. You can’t teach them. That is why they don’t help their parents, and they don't listen in

the house or listen to their parents. In America we have a bigger heartache for the children than we
did in Laos and Thailand. ‘
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